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MOST ACCOMPLISHED WOMAN 


IN GREAT BRITAIN, 


MADAM, 


| (1 H 0 UG H, From: motives 5 of delicacy, I have 


 forborn. to publiſh your name, yet, the mo- - 


ment you read this adrel, you will be at no loſs to 


apply it, as intended. F or you are conſeious, Ma- 
dam, there is no Woman in the world, but your- 


elf, to whom the title is lo juſtly due. In you. 


alone every charm, every virtue, and every accom- Fi 


pliſhment i is centered. * ou alone are free from the 
; foibles of your ſex : : and you alone may fay, as you 

do y on every occaſion, 1 would not have acted 
thus ; 7 would not have been guilty of ſo mean py 
"i conduct; 1 ſcorn to publiſh the faults of my 


acquaintance 3 ; I never envy the ſucceſs of Aa rival ; 


555 1 never 


a 


J never fret at cards ; 43-1 


TY 


In ſhort, Madam, as 


you are the little Heroine of common life, ex- 


empted from every weakneſs, and bleſſed with every . 


perfection, that a woman is capable of; you muſt 


conſequently be the moſt accompliſhed woman 1 
Great Britain. 8 you [therefore the following 
f Sketch i is with great n inſcribed ; by. 


M 4A. A M, 
your malt den 
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Tow and Country nn of a Row! jm=Plegfures 


of Anticipation ;—Approach to the See cene * Action; 5 
— Muſic. 


H 1 LE you, retir d ſicen beben joy, 


The ce creeping bours of Time * : employ, 
In ſolitude and rural caſe, 

And doing—only what you pleaſe: h 

In Summer, rambling o'er your fields, — 1 5 _ 
Where Health her charms, uncourted, yields; 1 
And, through the meads, from cireling hills, 


T he Naiads pour their murmuring rills : : 
. Shakeſpeare. _ 


T.. 


In Winter, paſs the tedious night Ps 

By two mould cand! es ' ſober light; N 
And, to no greater bliſs aſpire, 
7-6 reading—by a good coal- fire: : 


Unleſe, at ſome good feſtive time, g 


ZZ ). deem it but a venial crime 5 
5 (F orgot awhile your mental labour; N 1 
In converſe with ſome proſeing neighbour, . 
Some parſon, deep i in Locke or Hammond) 
"" 0 loſe an evening at Back-gammon ! : 2 
; While you thus waſte | your Claſſic knowledge, 25 
e With toil collected i in a cs ” 5 20 
Amidſt che buſy and the gay, % EW 
[ loiter here, from day to Bü 
| With fancied pleaſure ſtill i in view, 
The lovely phantom I purſue : 1 „ 
And, though ſhe lips from my embrace, . 25 


m not unhappy i in the chace * 
From diſappointment feel no forrow ; 5 


In hopes of better luck to-morrow. 


But 


ae Thoſe captivating ſcenes to ſhare ; 


5 With which, though hitherto tha lighted, 


To 
But you deſire to know, my fr: zend, 
04 The j joys that on High Life attend ; 
"IM And, of thoſe | joys the prime, no doubt, 
ce The ſplendours of a Lady's s Rout. 


BS Your curioſity it raiſes. 


. To know, what tis your Niece chus praiſes : 


7508. Who wonders, you ſo long forbear 


« She” 8 confident, > d be — 


Though difficult the taſk, T ween, 985 
5 T o paint what I've but rarely ſeen j 


4 Vet, take the imperfect Shetch, I draw 


Of things, which ancient Bards ne'er ſaw : . 


And, which i in your contracted ſphere 


| You! 1 ſcarce believe—But you ſhall hear— 


4 The ſubjeQ's 8 trite—and yet to you, 


"Twill certainly, you fay, be 1 new, 


* l N 
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A Rout 


A Ront then is a choice collection 

Of well-drefs'd folks, without connection: 

Except that all alike diftreſs' d, : 

| Beneath Life s ponderous weight oppreſs'd 
Like troubled Ghoſts, eſcap' d from home, 
T hat place of torment ! hither roam, 

With rueful faces, cramm d together, 5 
| And hardly know what brought them thither ; ; 


; Till the good Lady of the Meeting, 2 
: Each gueſt with Meet conplacence greeting, 


1 And welcoming i in terms moſt hearty, 


Begs they d fit down, and chooſe their party: 


5 5 Yet, gives them hints, with ſmiles Rill gracious, 


5 hat, if of money too tenacious, 
They cannot, or they will not, Mays 3; 
| She d rather they had kept away : 


= For, though invited here as 8 


=” In e modern friendſhip « ends,— 


But, while I thus ſuppoſe * met, . 


2 My T ale 8 commencement [ forget 


\ b , 
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Yet 1 Critics tell us, Tales like theſe, 
Begin or end juſt where £200 pleaſe. 


Firſt then, to fix th important night, 

; Five hundred Cards her Man muſt write; 3 
For many a day muſt paſs between 5 
— * he preſent, and that ſolemn ſcene ; S: | 


Leſt Pleaſure ſhould thruſt Pleaſure out, 
And half depopulate the Rout. 


For, ſhould ſome other Meeting theart 8 5 75 
Her Ladyſhip': — *twould break her heart : 1 1 95 
| Since ſhe alone can juſtly boaſt BOS 
In Cards and Crowds—** + 70 rule the je roof.” 
But 101 th expected eve arrives, 5 
When mothers, daughters, maids, and wives, OY, 


N Impatient for the coming joy, 


Each moment of the day employ ; 1217 


4 Ariſtotle, &c. In medias: res, &, Hon. 


+ A metaphorical expreſſion—ſor Her Ladyſhip gives neither 2 
nor bil. 4.——8cnkin kraus. 2 


1 on Renouncing 


a . — — 4 
me — — — - x —— — — - , —— > TI ve PP iy 2 


.c 


40 x think this blue ſuits my 3 5 


Let ſervants mutter, children dual, 
Or huſbands ſwear; 5 che 8 deaf to all, 
But Dreſs, alone, and Pleaſure s call. 


(6 1 


Renouncing food and rſt and NY Bt 


80 much the Toilet s labours pleaſe, is 
| N 0 nuptial day gives greater bliſs | 85 
5 To longing, bluſhing brides than this, Fr oy 


. Madam! the dinner \ waits this hour.” — — 


* 


Monſicur! ſtick in another flower.” — 55 


* 


Madam | the dinner will be cold; 


« My Maſter” 8 ſcolding !' [7c Let bim ſold. os 


< 


La) 


Monſicur 1 this does not t do quite well,” 


"BY, Ah $ Matam voila 8 eſt tres belle!“ 


cc. O! Matam vous tes toute perfection. EN 
| 1 Fancy thus ſome project warms, dk Z 95 


The very preparation charms : "= 


And now the buſy hour approaches; 100 


Hark to the chariots, chairs, and coaches 7. 


FF 


5 
Noiſy; as when five draymen meet, 


And ſwear and bawl, in Watling-Street, 8 


Drawn up, there's ſcarce a foot to ſpare, 


From Portland-Place to Portman- Square. 105 


No Paſſenger could paſs, that night, 


But for the F lambeau- J friendly light ; 1 
By which, ſome loop-hole may be ſeen, 
For buly folks to thruſt between. 


But, woe betide thoſe hapleſs wretehes| = 0 - 


. Whom Gout or stone on Sopha ſtretches; 


Z If Heaven have doom” d them to that freer, ä 


Where theſe nocturnal Furies meet: 

When, (for ſuch tender nerves how hocking ls 
Ev' n Highgate echoes to their knocking, | : 115 
Each liveried raſcal ſeems the proudeſt, „ 

Contending, who ſhall knock the loudeſt. 

= Not thundering Jove can mortals fright | 
” | More than the chundering of that N Night, | 


From 


= i. 1 

[| From every quarter of the town, 120 
Lo each ſpruce Cargo now ſet down L 

q ST e Yet one hour more muſt be completed, 


Before the throng” 8 all fairly ſeated; 


|: Bo fy While Curt ſies drop, and fans are guter 4, 


| And ſecrets whiſper d; ſcandal utter d. 16 125 5 
| — But theſe due ceremonials ended; 1 5 
3 More ſerious things may be attended. 


CANTO 


| rn 


1 4 


CANTO Il 


| Curtain hoon up ;—The Stage fled ;—Geddeſſe on 
Mount Omar ore moral Tale. | 


N D now the awful Rites begin ; ; 


— Suppoſe yourſelf, for once, let in; 
Though the whole Farce you' re far from liking, 

The Coup 4 veil, you 1 own, 1s Ariking, e 
5 What ſplendid groups diſplay'c d, do. nal 9 ” 
. Beneath the brilliant Chandelier 5 5 e 

Unnumber d tapers here unite, 5 

1 eclipſe the Sun's meridian licht; 1 

Their blaze exhibits to our view 

A dazzling Scene of various hue; 3 . 5 10 


. Whoſe bright enamel decks the room, 


19, Like gay Parterres | in vernal bloom. 


But 1 can lifeleſs Objeas 1 
N Their filver Urns ; T their Wit" Settees ? 7 


* 


£©- 5 5 


[ 10 + 
The ama Curtain J neee fold 1 
Or loſty Mirrors, ſhrin'd 1 in gold "8 . 


1 . Where female beauty claims a part 5 
[| n= The work of Nature, not of Art? 


: — 
L i 
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1 5 13 . vet Art may Nature 8 charms i improve— 98 | 
| TD (ee Ovid—in his Art of Love.) W 
| | 5 The ſcenes which ancient Poets drew, . . 
1 T hough ſeign d by them, yet here: are true. 


i - 7 Th Aſſemblies on Olympus height, | 
In female charms were not more bright. | 


i hough Juno, Pallas, and the Graces Cn” ge 


| bs With Venus“ ſelf, there ſhew'd their faces. 
Ambroſial Odours ſcent the Air; 3 
And Vouth immortal decks the F air : "I 


Alike, each Nymph we here adore, 
F rom fair fifteen to gay fourſcore ; 15 


For Age and Wrinkles are no more. | 4 


But ſee! the * Genius of the place, 
(With bumble deference to her Grace,) | 


* Genius Loci, 


Unfurls 


1 04] 
Unfurls the Cards; and gives the law 3 
Alert, th' impatient Parties Bw... Le 3s 
As a freſh gale excites the Ocean, 


T he waving throng i is now in motion ; 5 
| With noiſe confus' d, like that at Babel, 7) 
Fach ſettles to ch allotted Table, : 


Tu wice fifteen "D ables grace the room, 4. 


Which wait from Fortune 8 nod their doom. 


22 Some careleſs feem—yet all, intent, 15 


Purſue the game for which they went : * 
. One only marks what Card i is play” — *Vö„2ᷣ 
One fondly eyes ſome favourite Maid. . PTY 
All act with kill their ſeveral parts: F 


5 Some diamonds hope to win —ſome bearts : : 


5 Yet gambling, ſure, muſt friendly prove 


: To every Paſſion more than Love. 5 


® All malice ſprings from competition : a: 50 
How bleſt muſt then be their condition, 


* Shaſiſbury ” ns V 
Cc 2. Where 


| | Where all a rival intereſt ply l 

N Each ſtriving for the Victory & 

14 = L R What various Paſſions rule by turns 5 

e Toy exults, now Fury burns. Ms 1 
3 Theſe Scenes, where Goddeſſes aſſemble, 5 
| 33 : Too oft” the infernal Shades reſemble ; 8 


| And thoſe, whom Heavy? n had form d to charm us, 


Againſt their own Artillery arm us. 


Can Avarice taint the youthful Mind, | 60 


Within yon lovely Caſe enſhrin' d? 
Why, elſe, does Anger 8 riſing lorm 
8 Miranda 8 heavenly face deform? 
4 50 Where are the Loves and Graces FORE] 
1 „ Which ſhe, 0 log. bas call d her own * 


1 


| Careſs d in every A ub place, - 
Miranda ſhew' d her charming face. | 
| She had not only ſenſe, but wit; "os 


Yet ne er was s rude i in ſhewing it. 


[ | 13 1 
Her temper—all 1 men faid, was ſuch, e 
She could not be admir'd too much: ” 


| She laugh' d; | ſhe ſung; ; was wond' rous chatty Y 
And — eclips* d her fiſter Patty. | 


Yet Patty v was, by no means, plain; . 
Had charms enough to make her vain. N 75 

0 But, unaſſuming, void of art, 5 
She always play d an under part: 5 

| Her own pretenſions Rill withdrew z 3 


And thought all — her Sitter s due. - 


| Regardleſs of the public. voice, . 
. 'Twas here Sophronius made his Choice : "Ml 
85 The Grandiſon of real life, 

Sophronius: wiſh* d to take a wife. 

Wjuhere-e'er he choſe to make a trial, 
He ſcarce could meet with a denial. 85 
0 Though not to female beauty blind, 5 
His firſt, Seat Object was the Mind. 


With 


. T. 
* . 8 —ͤ— — hang Bo _ _ — 
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Y 14 3 
With fortune he could well diſpenſe, | 
For prudence, teper, * zaſte, and ſenſe, 
That night, it was cle d „ rate, 
Theſe Siſters at one Table fate: 1 


; Their intereſt and their views the fame, 


For both were partners in the game. 


By chance, poor Patty, off her guard, 


Play d : an unlucky, ill-judg d Card : 
| She had ſtudied Hoyle, and was no dunce ; 3 


But Hoyle himſelf might err, for once. > 


Thoſe, whom abroad fair Fame attends, 


3 Are often Tyrants to their friends. 


Miranda, that ſweet, lovely Maid 1 
Her real temper now betray” d; 

Diſcretion taken by ſurpriſe, 1 EM 
She ſhew' d herſelf without diſguiſe. | ; 

Her ſparkling eyes ſhot vengeful e. 


With ſuch tremendous marks of i ire : 


*. hk implying Senlibility, Kc. 
. 


9 


such 


L 15 1 
Such angry, ſpiteful words the utter d, 


Poor Patty's ſpirits were quite flutter' d. 
The ſtarting tear half. fill d her eye: 1 


And, though the N ymph made no reply, > 
5 vet the ſweet bluſh, that ting” d her cheek, 


8 x old what ſhe felt, but fear d to ſpeak. 


Our Lufferings oft our + work diſcloſe 3 5 
The injur d Patty brighter roſe: : 

- And ſhe who almoſt fate neglected, 
Was now deſervedly reſpodted. 


110 


115 


Sopbronius, though with different views, 3 


5 Thought fit, that night, bis ſtand to chuſe 
Near Patty 8 chair, ſveurs of harms, 


- 70: contemplate Miranda' J charms. oy 


5 But ah ber Angel” 8 face was . d; 


And every feature now derang d. 
Miranda was no more the ſame; 4 


2 But Patty g grief, his Pity claim: : 


120 5 


And | 


16 3 


2 + Wes or 47 


s. 


it 1 And Pity never fails to prove 
V The faithful harbinger of Love, 12 


hae fix'd his choice the Nymph complied, 
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rr r e CAT OT I OI YALL rennen 


Narr a 
, * * * A KN Nn eee er mee 


r Mauren Reese. Renne 


Intrigues, Divorces, Pitt, and Fox ; 5 


CANT o II. 


Cover ſaxzini — * ulgar 1 4; 1 — hy again 
H, ger” . iſe es Neiße. Gon. 


v * wha ſuch well-dreſsd Circles meet, 
of ſenſe refin' d; polite ; z- diſcreet 3 5 


Tow want to know the Converſation. — 
| Why ; ; all the buſineſs of the Nation— 25 


JJ Ge 5 
. Th' Adventures of the Turf—and Stews 3 J DE 


When Humphreys and Mendoza box; - 


New Novels—and the price of stocks. 175 N 
"8 Well; have you ſeen the laſt new Play? 7 1 
"Mp Not I; tis but ſo fo, they fay— 
5 MO Why; 3 Cumberland writes nothing bad— = 

What r ſhocking weather we e have had 1 


" What's this affair abet poor Kemble 7— 


A 


* 


ee feel my pulſe—ſee, how I tremble! 
1 OE Here 


A 


+ 10 


c 


E 8 1 
Here comes the handſome Captain Strut— 


Pray, who s that young, affected slut — 


cc. Handſome d' ye call her ? oh ! a fright— 


Does not your Lordſhip bett * 5 


CY You at the Ball! 1 and did not dance |— 20 


What fay the Notables in France? 
Hark- Who: a © Tord WE e — "Th was very 


p Mar maid v was | del bid you not - bear it? 


. | « Why, yes 3 3 1 think I had 4: hint: Y 


- cc 


But thought the affair had nothing in Vt we I 
Well, Colonel, there” 8 been bloody work, 


Ko Between the Ruſſian and the Turk . 
. How well the Ducheſs looks, to-night hive. | 
_ ves; a fun W abe 


such is the incoherent: chat, 


When people prate, they care not what— : ; 


T hey come to ſee and to be ſeen; 3 
2 But, why then talk, and nothing. mean: 


Aſk queſtions, but expect no anſwer } "Ta 


Fly fr from ſuch bring if you can, Sir — ä 


Perhaps, 


1 19 J 
Perhaps, you country folks may think | 
The Company ſhould eat and drink; 
I mean, good wholeſome, Chriſtian food— 
Some ham and fowl would do one good: 
That tea and coffee and ee ET, © 
Will only give a man the vapours : | 


And, that theſe high- life, midnight f frolies 


Produce rheumatic gouts and cholics, 


But 1 my friend, your little boy z * e 
He 1 tell F ou, at the ſiege of Troy, 8 b "4% : 


. When beef and muttoh ran but ſhort, 


, Their Chiefs invented * ſome ſuch ſport, 
5 To keep their heroes, (be will tell ye) 
From always thinking on their belly; 1 
Yet, when call d forth, by day or night, > 50 ; 
Thoſe heroes ne er refus d to fight. | . ” 
How vulgar, then, to think of ie 
At ſuch a brillant, foyous Meeting! 


* Dice ; ſaid to K invented he e FRETS the teri years ſiege. 


Da Where 


L 9 1 
* Where the gay Scene the Fancy warms, 


7 nn If you can't like this meagre plan, 


. „ give place . to thoſe that can. 7 


8 But for the Lady: 1. the Show, ; 

5 Pray, what ſaid ſhe ?—you wiſh to know, #0 
Why, faith, I ſaw her—at a diſtance ; 25d © 50d 
But hoops and hips made ſuch reſiſtance, „ 


1 could not thruſt between the ranks, | 


| To give her Ladyſhip my thanks 
Por all the raviſhing delight VVVVöl 5 
He: Crowd afforded. me that nigh WW 65 


But, don? theſe Routs bring vaſt expence 5 

1 RE On thoſe that give them hy, they ve {enſe, g 
N 9 And oft, 715 ſaid, will find a way : 
F by 0 make theſe Crowds th expence _ WES 
= How this i is brought about, tis true . 
It matters not, to me or you. | 3 


* Vivere ſi rectè nefcls——atiſeede peritis, Hor. 


E a ] 

Each languid group at length departs, 

With aching heads and aching hearts: : 
For whether they have won or loſt, 

Each feels th exertion to his coſt : 
Who theſe tumultuous vigils ep, 

- May doze perhaps, not ſoundly ſleep: 
When Paſſions, whether grief or joy, 


N With too much. force the Nerves 8 8 5 5 


They muſt, when. once che fit is paſt, 


0 To. pain or languor fink at laſt, 


In vain they hope for balmy * 
8 With j Joy elate, or grief oppreſs "EY 


: Hence Youth and Beauty ſoon are gone; 1 


| And wrinkled Age comes ſwiftly 9 
Our ſtock of bliſs will ſoon be ſpent, | 
And d nothing left—but to repent. 


| Such are the pleaſures of a Rout, 
Which you think dull enough, no doubt ; : 
But Faſhion ſanctifies, we find, 

What irkſome ſeems to half mankind, 


90 


And, 


=, 


1 


And, what you vulgar ſouls deride, 


In high-li ife 1 is a ſource of pride : 


Who deem ſuch penance meritorious, 


Such folemn, ſenſcleſs rrifling glorious, r 2 | ; 


Nay, Things there. are, in human ſhapes, | 


Whom ſome call Men, but you d call * 5 
Who, not content t ' eſcape | a roaſting, 

Are always of theſe follies boaſting; En „ 
And us Philoſophers deſpiſe JOE Eo Tay W 12 " BE 


For ſcorning theſe vile fopperies. | 


| Though, then; 3 your Mind you! "Il x not prepare” 


Theſe elegant delights to ſhare ; 1 


T hough with indifference you peruſe . 
Theſe baſty ketches of the Muſe ; ett wh 


> "_ high and low life much the fame, 
| And differing only i in their name; 5 
Vet come to T own 3 5 we ll walk the ſtreet, 


And laugh at every fool we meet, 


A 5 


{( 7] 


Who ſeems inſpir d with emulation 


T o quit the ſocial, middling ſtation, 
(Good- ſenſe and virtue s loy'd retreat,) 
| To haunt the Circles of the Great, 
F. or ſure 1 am, more bliſs i is center 'd, 


Where pride and pageantry ne er enter d, 


5 Amongſt thoſe unambitious mortals, 


5 Who ne er approach thoſe ſtately portals, 


x han where vain F aſhion' 8 ſlaves are found, | 


- And Folly, Crowds, and Cards abound. 
f In this, r m ſure, I think with you 
5 And Loves Man of Scnſe,—Adicu 1 


081 


110 
1 
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reren 


(+ 


a declamatory ſtyle, in this and other per- 


formances of the fame kind, the Author is not ſo . 


ignorant of the world, as not to know, even from 


his own experience, that there are in the higher 
7 ranks of life, perſons. of both ſexes; of ſuperior un- . 
| derſtanding, knowledge, and abilities; 3 as might 3 in- 
TT deed be expected, from the : ſuperior advantages which 
: they uſually enjoy, in their Education; ; and i in being 5 
+ carly introduced to and daily converſant with the po- wes 


. liteſt and moſt enlightened part of Mankind. 


We muſt not form our ideas of people merely from . 


cheir mixing ſometimes i in thoſe frivolous aſſemblies © : 
or from the ſuperficial garrulity which muſt neceſ- TT 
- farily prevail on thoſe occaſions. People in the 


5 higheſt ſtations, or of the deepeſt knowledge, maſt 


WER. have 


TOTWITHSTANDING whit may be? ſaid, 


[ w ] 


have their Jmall-talk for places. of public retort. 
Though a man has gold lock' d up in his cheſt ; he 
muſt have ſilver and even braſs in his pocket for com 
mon uſe. He that expects a great Stateſman, or even 
an eminent Author, to ſpout apophthegms or bons- 
mots in mix d companies, will probably be diſap- 


5 pointed. 


7 here i is however, and probably always will be, 
'A large Party of the Great 4 ulgar, as well as the 
58 ſmall : unhappy Beings ! who, led captive by Faſhion, 5 


or fantaſtic Cuſtom, into habits at war with good e 


5 ſenſe and good. taſte. (and at firſt, perhaps, contrary 


to their own inclinations) are perpetually engaged 


a the Scenes here intended to be deſcribed : which | 


are only one portion of that endleſs circle of hurry 


and diſſipation, by which, from morning to night ©, oY 


* Morning Viſts—Au@tions—Maſquerades, and even Concerts and 


Plays—when not frequented as rational amuſements, | bur merely 4s 


4 ſcenes of diſſpation, 


people 


. Er Ee IEEE 


% | 


people of both ſexes and of all ages, in the higher 


walks of life, are drawn away from the duties and 


enjoyments of domeſtic life. People of this de- 


ſeription, from the late hours which they muſt keep, _ 
not only injure their own health: but their exam 
ples, and the opportunities which they afford to their 
numerous attendants, of drinking, gaming, and 
every ſpecies of debauchery, corrupt their morals, 
3 and initiate them! in the myſteries of Iniquity: and : 
may be conſidered as a principal cauſe of that pro- 
| fligacy and wickedneſs, which ſo evidently abounds 5 
in the metropolis : 2 which no penal laws can check, 
and no religious institutions reform, unleſs people | 
of diſtinction would concur in ſtemming the tide: "RR. 
: by ſetting a better example; 5 by a more regular plan =, 
of life; by attention to the moral conduct of their . 
domeſtics; 1 and by an appearance : at leaſt of ſome re- 


gard to the duties of Religion. 


But the asse FYY of” ce the 1 of 5 


; Great” on their inferiors have been ſufficiently de- 


| 6 5 „ e  lineated | 


ES]. 
lineated in an excellent Treatiſe on the ſubje& ; 
Which thoſe who read for amuſement only, will read 
with pleaſure at leaſt; and, one would hope, with 


improvement. 
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